
Wives and Husbands

Ephesians 5:22-33
Introduction:
Verse 21 is the foundation for the duties of believers to one another – “submitting to one another in the fear of ﻿﻿God.”
There is a mutual submission that Christians owe one to another: 
1. Condescending to bear one another’s burdens. 
2. Not advancing themselves above others.
3. Not domineering over one another and giving laws to one another. 
Note: Paul was an example of this truly Christian temper. He became all things to all men. I Cor 9:22
4. We must be of a yielding and of a submissive spirit.

5. We must be ready to perform all the duties of the respective places and stations that God has allotted to us in the world. 
6. We must do this so far as is consistent with the fear of God, for his sake, and out of conscience towards him, and that hereby we may give proof that we truly fear him. 
7. Where there is this mutual condescension and submission, the duties of all relations will be the better performed. 
8. From v. 22 to the end he speaks of the duties of husbands and wives; and he speaks of these in a Christian manner, 
Wives 3 verses – husbands 9 verses
a. He sets the church as an example of the wife’s subjection, 
b. He sets Christ as an example of husband’s love.
I. The Wife’s Duty to Her Husband – 5:22-24
A. The Exhortation – 5:22
﻿ 
“Wives, ﻿﻿submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.”
1. The Meaning -
Submit yourselves Ὑπο (under) τασσό (arrange) μενοι – middle voice, (context), (yourselves.)
That Word is speaking to the wife, telling her what she is supposed to do. He is not telling someone else to do it for her, or to force her to do it. {still standing on the inside}
2. The Man -
“to your own (ἰδίοις) husbands”
3. The Measure -
“as to the Lord.”
Not that she is to yield to her husband the same submission that she gives to the Christ. Rather, that the deference she yields to her husband is a duty she owes to the Lord.

B. The Example – 5:23
1. The Statement - 
“For ﻿﻿the husband is head of the wife,”
Note that this does not say that he is better than the wife, or that he superior to the wife, or that he is smarter than the wife. Everywhere in God’s universe there is organization.
A. Archangels 

B. Ruling angels 

C. Guardian Angels 

D. Seraphim - Isaiah 6:1-3 

E. Cherubim - Genesis 3:22-24 

F. Living creatures - Ezekiel 1; Revelation 4:8 

G. Elect angels - I Timothy 5:2  

Demons - “principalities, against powers, against ﻿﻿the rulers of ﻿﻿the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places” (6:12)
Home – Husbands, wives, children

Even in the Godhead – In His incarnation, Jesus was obedient to the Father. The Father and the Son sent the Holy Spirit

Church - Christ is the Head, Elders, deacons, bishops

2. The Standard -
“as also ﻿﻿Christ is head of the church;”
Believers do not have to be commanded to submit to Christ as head of the church -- they submit willingly.
“and He is the Savior of the body.”
This refers only to Christ not to the husband. The “He” is emphatic, He, Himself – referring to Christ. It shows His right to our submission.

C. The Explanation – 5:24
“But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything.”
As the church gives willing submission to its head, Christ, so wives ought to give willing submission to their husbands – “in everything”. God’s word comes first. Her husband’s word does not over-ride Scripture.
II. The Husband’s Duty to His Wife – 5:25-33
A. As Christ Loves the Church – 5:25-27

1. Love Realistically - 5:25a 
﻿﻿“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church”
a. It is constant love – present tense - ἀγαπᾶτε – 
b. It is higher love - ἠγάπησεν - seeking the highest good for another person. It is not sentimental love.
2. Love Sacrificially- 5:25b
“and ﻿﻿gave Himself for her”
Christ loved the church to his death - “The last full measure of devotion.” The husband’s love should not stop short of that.

3. Love Purposefully – 5:26-27
Love our bride as He loves His bride.

a. Preparation – 5:26
“that He might ﻿﻿sanctify and cleanse her ﻿﻿with the washing of water ﻿﻿by the word,”
Sanctify means to set apart.
“Cleanse” is not a reference to Baptism. Many are like Coleridge’s “ancient mariner” -- “Water, water everywhere”
b. Presentation – 5:27 
﻿﻿
“that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, ﻿﻿not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.”
The result of that setting apart and cleansing is that she will be presentable at the time of the wedding.
B. As His Own Body – 5:28-30
1. It is an Obligation - 
“So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies;”
“ought” - ὀφείλω – means  “to be indebted” to do something.
2. It is Obvious
“he who loves his wife loves himself.”
“As their own bodies” Not as they love their own bodies, but as the wife is indeed a part of his own body. 
“For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church.”
Nourishes - feeds

Cherishes – cares for
When you put it that way, a man would be foolish to hate his wife.
“For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones” (5:30)
C. Above All Other Human Relationships – 5:31-32
“For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the ﻿﻿two shall become one flesh.”
1. Leave -
He is not saying “leave them forever” But that the wife takes precedence over them. The bond between husband and wife is greater than the bond between parent and child.
2. Cleave (KJV) -
Be joined (glued) to one another {like the two candles in the ceremony.}
“This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church.”
The mystery probably refers to the two becoming one flesh. Then he returns to “Christ and the church” Which illustrates that union.

Conclusion:

“Nevertheless ﻿﻿let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she ﻿﻿respects her husband. 

The easiest can be:

1. When he shows me that he loves me, then I will submit to him.




Or

2. When she shows me some respect, I will love her.

I could not find either of these two statements in this passage or anywhere in the Bible.
